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didatcs vvliose seelional ])i-ejt;(li(cs arc stron.e;est, will, on tluit ac-

count be |.i't Ici ) cd. Am! Ii'tnc the Coiim'iiHoi' will li^''ri)iui>i>se(l

' of the most line;!') and iliscofdatit nialeriHls; in ^liicii one sertinn

of ilie Slate Mil! be nrriivfd in ho.sHlity au:Hinst iiimtln'r. Will
gehthnu'ii ffiini tlic East iiiid Capel''! ai- consent to rrc<(te Hiirli a
bo'l), -..Md place oil) I ivi! iiistitiitii'iis at its nuMcy ?—Will iliey

ph'.ce till liiscl-es and tjieii cotis'itiiciifs at tlic iiieiry of the V'* est,

iiiidei- the iiifliieiice of tli< sttontci'Sf xeciional prejiidic' s, witlioiit

the least pov. »! of sell' ino'ection ?

Suppose hovsever, tlic Coinenlioii when asseiiibl' d. should rejjaril

tlip lesti ictidiis imi)cised or iccoinmeiidi d li.v the Leci'^latiire, as

bii^diiig : and slioiild confine 'liein^el^es in the adii|itiaii oc icjw:.

tion ofthe ai'iiries inoposrd hy tlir RcsnliiliiiMs ; arc tliey sueli. that

their adopiioii would justify the least risk or tiiiuble and ex|iense?

II they could be inc()!'i)nratiMi into our C Uistitiitiini without endan-
gering, in the leas!, that paiiticivl inf!iiei,i e, nun held by the sec-

tion of tlie Stale 'o wiiieh 1 b( lona;. 1 w^ii'd 0)-|)ose most of th'in,

and others 1 wonld nol rarr to adopt. { look upon some r)f ihem
as likely to prove jieiuicious in tl'cii ilfecis. ! alhide to those

which propose, that the election of nn'inhers of tlir Assembly, and
the sessions ofthe Legislature, shall be hiennially, instead -f an-

miallj, as at pieseot. I'be only ar.^uniciit vxliieh has been nigcd

in favor of this proposed chan.^e is, liiat ii woniil occasion a sa-

ving to the GovcrMmeiit, according to one gi-ntlenvaii. of twenty
thonsai'd dollars, accoi'ding to another of rm-iy tliousand. Now,
if tJM- Legislature, when it assembles bii' on' e in two years, shouh}

sit no longer than it does at present, the ara;iim' nt would he cor-

rect. But is it not likely, that if it sliouhi assemble but onci' in

two years, there would be such an accumulation I'.f l)usiness, that

the sessions instead of being eight weeks, would be double tli^t time?

If so, nothing woiild be gained in point of economy, simnly frotti

that alteration.

But, sir, there are evils to lie apprehended froai this pi'()posed

change. The powers of Gokernnseiit are di-rixid IV(OU the peo|)le,

and they who are intrusted, with tliem, are responsihie for the

faiti'ful exercise of them, and cannot tlierefoie, too sensibly feel

their de|ieiidence upon the source from wl.ence iho-ic powers are

derived. When this dependence is properly felt, the will of the

people will he studiously consulted ; it will be slamjied upon the

measures of go\ernmenc, and \Aill infuse itsilf into tin' policy, to

be pursued. Now in proportion as you lender electiois les-. fre-

quent, yoii destroy this depi-ndence. A' jireseni, do;'s not f^evy

member upon t-is fl^>ol• kaow, iliai if le disreg^ids (lie kdowo will

of it!S coistitnevi:-, he will emianijer his re-election—thai he will

be before the people again, before the feelings which his inatten-


